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Bethany Newscast—June 2026 

Bethany Christian Church (DOC) 
601 E. Mill Rd 
Evansville, IN 47711 

Bethany Christian Church is an Open & Affirming Congregation of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
We at Bethany Christian Church are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. As 
part of the one body of Christ seeking to learn the word, live the grace, and share the love, we welcome ALL 
to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us with grace and unconditional love and acceptance. So, with 
open hearts, open minds, and open doors Bethany Christian Church acknowledges, accepts, and affirms ALL 
people as equal children of God and affirms OUR commitment to welcome and accept ALL people. There-
fore, regardless of race, nationality, culture, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, economic 
status, physical and mental ability, marital standing, or any other designation of individuals who have 
known the pain of exclusion and discrimination by the church and society, ALL are welcome to participate 
fully in the life, leadership, ministry, and mission of our church.  
 

Check out Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance (www.disciplesallianceq.org) to learn more! 

BethanyChristianEVV  

Check out Bethany Christian Church  
www.bethanychristianevansville.com 

Worship with Bethany on 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCFGE5r0vqpSyL_KpphPjgYw/live 

Support Bethany Ministries 
on   



General Assembly at Bethany! 
July 10, 2:00-6:15p ♦ July 11, 11:00a-6:00p 

Bethany will be a church “hub” where Disciples from Southwest 
Indiana will gather to attend the online General Assembly of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  

Contact Pastor Michelle for more information. See you there! 

 
 

Sunday Social Sundays 9a 

Tai Chi Tuesdays, 4p (not meeting on 6/16 or 6/23) 

Art Journeys Thursdays, 6p (6:30p on 6/11) 

Strategic Planning Zoom June 2, 6:30p 

Bethany at River City Pride Festival June 6, 1-8p 

Diversity Worship Service June 7, 10:30a 

Elders Meeting June 7, after worship 

GEY RPG Club June 8, 5:00-8:00p 

Open Table Worship June 11, 5:30p 

Board Game Night June 12, 6-10p 

Board Meeting June 14, after worship 

GEY Dinner & Crochet Club Will resume in September 

 

June 

Birthdays  
3rd Kevin Hester 
3rd Amie Austin 
4th Amy Duncan 
6th Gina Heard 
7th JoAnn Mitchell 
7th Ethel Fowler 
9th Deena Gibson 
10th David Goodwin 
11th John Sterne 
14th James Thomason 
16th Jennifer Hester 
17th Mary Jane Hunt 
19th Garrett Brown 
20th Shawn Sterne 
22nd Theodore “Teddy” Sterne 
23rd Chelsea Duncan 
26th Claire Paulson 

Sundays  
@ 10:30am 

 

June 7 
Liturgist: Ryan Wagler 
Elder: Vanessa Wagler 
 

June 14 
Liturgist: John Rich 
Elder: Tandy Jones 
 

June 21 
Liturgist: John Sterne 
Elder: John Rich 
 

June 28 
Liturgist: Deena Gibson 
Elder: Jean Page 
 

June Deacons 
 Ryan Wagler & Meichelle Paulson 

If you have changes for to the prayer list, please call the 
church office Mon-Fri from 8:30a to 12:30p (812-422-5439) or 
email the church office at: ahbethanycc@sigecom.net 

Linda & Steve Appel, Caroline Ashby, Stacy Baier, Steve Buckert, John 
Bunner, Stevie Chivlare, Dave Cox, Nita Cox, Steve Cox, Ron Dennis, 
Pat Griffin, Mary Jane Hunt, Katie Kelly, Lisa King, Debby Miller, JoAnn 
Mitchell, Carolyn Patten, Kathy Pulley, Shelia Smith 

There is no longer Jew or Greek; there 
is no longer slave or free; there is no 
longer male and female, for all of you 
are one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28) 

Connect with Pastor Michelle 

Arrange a visit with Michelle by phone, 
text, or email, or you can scan the QR 
code to schedule online. Check this 
month’s calendar to see her church 
availability. 

Anniversaries 
1st Ann & Greg Buckert 16th  Jack & Kathey Homburg 
9th Dan & Gina Heard  19th Linda & Steve Appel 
10th Ryan & Vanessa Wagler 20th John & Shawn Sterne 
11th Faril & Jenna Bunner 23rd Jennifer & Kevin Hester 



The Open Table 
Alternative Worship Service 

Not everyone who wants to be part of a community of 
faith can come to worship on Sunday, so Bethany now 
holds worship on the second Thursday evening of each 
month. We share communion by eating a BYO dinner 
together followed by a short interactive message by 
Pastor Michelle and prayer.  

Join the feast June 11 @ 5:30pm! 

Illustration by Anna Kutukova 

Be Well with Bethany! 
Bethany offers several opportunities to re-
duce stress, practice wellness, have fun, 
and create community. You do not have to 
be a member of the church to participate. 
Hope to see you soon! 

TAI CHI—TUESDAYS @ 4:00p 
Matt Rundle teaches 30 minutes 
of gentle movement and balance 
in the church basement wellness 
space. Beginner friendly. Free will 
offering appreciated. 

Class will not be held on 6/16 or 6/23. 

ART JOURNEYS—THURSDAYS 
6p on 6/4, 6/18, & 6/25, 6:30p on 6/11 

Join Jean Page in the basement wellness space 
each week as we continue to explore how acts 
of creation can calm the body and mind and fill 
the spirit. All ages and abilities welcome. All art 
supplies provided! 

BOARD GAME NIGHT 
06/12/2026, 6-10p 
Join gamers from the Evansville  
area on the second Friday of  
each month in Bethany’s  
Fellowship Hall. All are welcome! 

Something to add? 

We’d LOVE your input! 

Send your article, photo, event 
info or other content to: 

Shawn Sterne at 
shawnlyn72@yahoo.com 
BEFORE the 20th of the 

month for next month’s News-
cast. 

FLIP THIS PAGE FOR MORE INFO! 



Get Your PRIDE On! 
Join Bethany at the River City Pride Festival 

June 6—Parade at 12pm, Festival Begins at 1pm 
 

Participation Opportunities 

Make and/or Purchase Raffle and Giveaway Items 
Attend and mingle wearing your Bethany T-shirt 

Set up (10a) or break down (8p) Bethany’s Pride Fest area 
Represent the church at Bethany’s table (10a-1p, 1-4p, 4-8p)  

The Image of God 

There are two creation stories that begin the First Testament scriptures. The first, Genesis 1:1 – 2:4a, is an 
account of God’s day-by-day creation by breath, spirit, and word. Each of six days starts with God calling 
different parts of the universe into being, and each day ends with God pronouncing that day’s creation as 
good. This first story of creation isn’t meant to be a science lesson or a factual account of the origins of 
celestial bodies, land masses, or species. Instead, it is in part a response to the creation myth of the Baby-
lonians who conquered the land of the Israelites in 586 BCE and took many of its inhabitants away from 
the Promised Land to live in exile. In the Babylonian account, the world and heavens were made from 
the corpse of a goddess slain in battle by her grandson, Marduk. From her blood, Marduk, brought hu-
mans into being so they could serve as slaves for the gods. The first creation story in Genesis has none of 
the violence and blood of the Babylonian myth and there is only one God who brings order out of chaos, 
names each day’s creation as good, and makes humans in God’s image. 

So God created humans in God’s image,  
in the image of God, God created them;  

male and female God created them. 

Some people have focused on the male and female aspect of humans as described in this passage and 
have used that understanding to dehumanize people of different gender identities and expressions. Yet, 
just as we know that seed-bearing plants (created on day three of the Genesis account) could not exist 
before they could be sustained by sunlight (created on day four), recent scientific discovery has revealed 
gender to be more complex than a binary system. Just because butterflies aren’t specifically mentioned 
on the sixth day doesn't mean that they don’t exist. Let us understand the description “male and fe-
male” as we do when someone says “A to Z” as bookends of everything in between. This interpretation 
can open our minds to a truer understanding of the image of God. 

In Matthew’s gospel, the author founds the birth of Jesus upon a prophecy in Isaiah:  

All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 

    and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means, ‘God is with us.’” 

Jesus, as “God with us”, isn’t defined by his being male; this characteristic wouldn’t have distinguished 
him from any other man. The image of God that Jesus bore is one of compassion, forgiveness, healing, 
inclusion, and hope. The God Jesus represents is one who kneels on the floor to wash feet, touches the 
diseased, and loves the enemy. This is the image in which all of us are created, and the lives we have 
been given allow us to reveal that image more clearly every day. May you recognize yourself as made in 
God’s image, not just good but very good, and may you bear that image well in the world. Amen. 
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9a - Sunday Social

10:30a - Worship

1:30-4p
Pastor Office Hours

9a-12p
Pastor Office Hours

2-5p
Pastor Office Hours

6:00p - Art Journeys

BDAY/ANNIV OFFERING

9a - Sunday Social

10:30a - Worship

1:30-4p
Pastor Office Hours

4p - Tai Chi

June 2026
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1-8p
River City

Pride Festival

FOOD PANTRY OFFERING

9a - Sunday Social

10:30a - Diversity 
Worship Service

12p - Elders Meeting

5-8p @ IYG
GEY RPG Club

1:30-4p
Pastor Office Hours

4p - Tai Chi

9a-12p
Pastor Office Hours

5:30p
Open Table Worship

6:30p - Art Journeys

6-10p
Board Game Night

1:30-4p
Pastor Office Hours

4p - Tai Chi

6:30p - Strategic 
Planning Zoom

9a-12p
Pastor Office Hours

2-5p
Pastor Office Hours

6:00p - Art Journeys

9a - Sunday Social

10:30a - Worship

12p - Board Meeting

1:30-4p
Pastor Office Hours

9a-12p
Pastor Office Hours

2-5p
Pastor Office Hours

6:00p - Art Journeys



In the Image of God
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L T W C W C E R Y T E L R I N J N X L C H V A A

Y M E P V A G C U H D L Q A M U W U I M N I Z Z

G G D Y M H K S U P R Y D H M Q R B T Q Y D T X

ABILITY ACCEPTANCE AFFIRMATION AGE AND MATURITY ALLY

BEAUTY COLOR COMMUNITY COMPASSION CULTURE

CURIOSITY DIFFERENCE DIVERSITY ECONOMIC STANDING EMBRACE

EMPATHY EQUALITY EQUITY EXPERIENCE GENDER

GIFTS GRACE INCLUSION KINDNESS LEVEL OF EDUCATION

MARITAL STATUS NONDISCRIMINATION ORIENTATION PLENTY PRIDE

RACE SOCIAL STATUS TALENTS TRANSFORMATION UNDERSTANDING

VARIETY WELCOME


	2026-06_Newsletter
	2026-06_Calendar
	2026-06 Wordsearch-In the Image of God

